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A WORD FROM OUR OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT 

Well as I begin my year as IFBW President, I want to thank 

Past State President Susan McGrath for all the help she 

gave me last year.  Kudos to her and to Tina Klein for all of 

their assistance last year and for staying on to be my right 

hand.  Thank you to everyone that supported me last year.  

A special yeah to Carol Burk for stepping up to be my 

President Elect this year.  Thank you to Kathy Clark-Eller 

for being Secretary, Carla Tucker for being Treasurer, and 

Cherie Kesler for being Parliamentarian Advisor.  And 

thank you to all the Committee Chairs for volunteering. 

We had a great convention a few weeks ago.  If you missed it you missed a great 

time.  We heard great and inspirational speakers, as well as, great workshop 

presentations.  I know everyone took home some great and useful information.  

Please make sure to plan to attend the 2018 convention in Mt. Vernon on April 20 - 

22.  My convention chairs, Karen Walsh and Sharon Sanders are already working on 

some superb ideas to make the convention awesome. 

My biggest goal this year is to build our membership statewide.  Carol Burk and I 

are planning on attending LO meeting and asking for their ideas and assistance.  We 

will be contacting you for meeting schedules and special events.  You can invite 

guests to our meetings and we will be happy to talk to them about joining IFBWC. 

We will be contacting Chambers to possibly form one or two new locals in the State.    

If you don’t already know, I am a team player, so I will need all of your help to 

accomplish this goal.  We have already planned dates for our monthly Executive 

Committee meetings.  It is never too early to begin.  We also have a goal to 

encourage past members to come back to the organization.  I am challenging every 

member to bring in one new member this year. That would double or membership.  

WOW, wouldn’t that be totally awesome. 

We are all great ladies in our own sense and have a lot to offer new prospective 

members.  Bring them to a monthly meeting to hear a great speaker or invite them to 

accompany you to a community service project.  Always remember you are the stars 

and if you reach for the highest star we can accomplish all of our goals.  Last year I 

attended several local meetings and got to see first hand the great work all of you do 

in your communities.  I know that all of you would not be members if you did no 

believe in the organization and what we stand for.   

One thing I would like each LO to start doing NOW is to have a speak-off candidate 

and an OWWI candidate for the 2018 convention.  I would like to ask for more than  
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PRESIDENT CONTINUED …. 

one, but let’s start off small.  One step at a time is the way to go and get to your top star.  I hope that I have not 

overwhelmed any of you at the beginning of my year, but as I look at it the early planning is the way to achieve your 

goals.  Planning is the road map to get your goals, so let’s see those roadmaps shine like the stars.   

You are probably thinking does this new President not have any other goals but membership?  I most certainly do, but if 

you think about it we need to begin at the bottom and work our way up.  The most important step is the bottom rung.  If 

you didn’t get on that ladder to take the first step you would not get anywhere.  So the first step of the ladder is to get 

new members that you will mentor to be a strong and effective part of your local.  When that occurs the only direction is 

up and you are closer to reaching for the stars.  So thank you to each and everyone of you for what you do big or small 

for IFBW.  As I said at the convention if you have ideas please contact me by email or phone.  I am far from knowing it 

all and I have certainly not reached my stars yet.  I want to wish you all a great summer.  Please make sure to get all of 

your local activities to Tina Klein to put on the webpage and Facebook.  I would like to attend as many of these activities 

that I can. 

 

Tina Suarez ~ President 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT ELECT 

Hello, IFBWC Members!  This is my first officer’s report since my election and swearing in at the State 

Convention May 5-7th.  I am already so excited about the 2017-18 upcoming year.  I realize that I have a lot to 

learn and I also realize I have a great bunch of mentors to learn from. 

I am so looking forward to working with President, Tina Suarez to achieve her goals for this year.  A major 

goal, we both will be working on, will be membership.  In reviewing our membership lists I realize we have 

several members whose membership renewals are pending.  I hope all of the pending members will choose to 

renewal and be involved in the exciting things we have for this year.  For those of you who are a member-at-

large, we hope to meet with you and get direction as to where you feel we might find new members to re-

establish a local in your area.  For our existing members, please stay with the organization.  We need your 

input, your experience and your leadership, me especially. 

Our Leadership Meeting is coming up very soon on June 24th at the Champaign Public Library.  I have another 

commitment for that day and I am most disappointed that I will miss the presentations included in this 

meeting.  Our local is making arrangements to have these presentations given at a regular meeting so that we 

can see them and I encourage each of you to do the same.  Our presenters are always ready to provide a 

program when ask.  Please plan to attend this meeting.  It is always full of comradery and a sharing of ideas.  It 

also gives you a chance to meet your leadership members for this year and see how the IFBWC organization 

works. 

I look forward to meeting with each of your Locals and with anyone who can give us inspiration and ideas on 

recruitment of new members.  See you soon. 

Carol E. Burk - President Elect 2017-18 
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FROM THE STATE SECRETARY 
Ladies, 

Thank you so much for putting your faith in me to serve this year as your state Secretary!  I am looking 

forward to working with this year’s Executive Committee and Board, as I enjoy working with different 

leadership styles, and I LOVE the camaraderie of all being focused on common goals. 

My job as secretary is to provide a record of all our business transactions, in the form of meeting minutes and 

ACTIONS TAKEN.  Because our business as an Executive Committee and/or a Board is also your business as 

a member, I plan to ask our Administrative Assistant, Tina Klein, to post our minutes on our website.  It’s 

important that you know what’s going on, and that will be a great way to keep yourself informed. 

I am also responsible for sending and receiving correspondence, which specifically includes mailing birthday 

cards to our past state presidents.  These ladies have served this Federation well, and own a piece of our 

lengthy history.  I am looking forward to this piece of the job – it’s always great to connect with old friends! 

We have a lot to do this year to continue making our organization stronger.  In President Suarez’s words, let’s 

REACH FOR THE STARS together, and we will get it done! 

Respectfully yours, 

Kathy Clark-Eller 

IFBWC 2017 - 2018 Secretary 

 

 

FROM THE STATE TREASURER 

LO Treasurers:  How’s your budget? 

Did you make it and put it away?  Now is a good time to catch up on the books and see where your club is 

going.  Are you overspending?  Do you know why?  Are you getting good value for the club’s money? 

What about the money you have not spent?  Is there a project that needs to get off the ground?  The end of the 

club year is coming up faster than you think.  Take a moment see where you are.  Start making notes for the 

next year’s budget.  What would you change?  Do your policies and procedures need to be updated?  What did 

you learn this year that you want to pass on to the next group of officers? 

Take a moment to regroup and I hope to see you at convention! 

Carla Tucker - IFBWC Treasurer 
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 OWWI COMMITTEE 
If you were not at the 2017 IFBWC Convention, you missed some excellent presentations. Among them was 
the awarding of the Outstanding Working Women of Illinois honors. It was my pleasure to honor two 
wonderful working women—Anita Munden, pastor of the Methodist churches in Centralia and Irvington, 
Illinois and Judge Jo Beth Weber who serves in Mt. Vernon, Illinois. Both have considerable accomplishments 
and shared some of their expertise with us. 

That brings me to this year. I am honored to be the OWWI chair again this year. I am looking forward to 
collecting many applications for this award. But that is up to you. LO’s may nominate but any person or entity 
may nominate. That means businesses, cities, Not-for-Profits, etc.  It is your job as a IFBWC member to let 
the community know that this opportunity exit.  Have your LO do it or do it yourself. The deadline for 
applications is February 15, 2018 and the application is on the IFBWC website.  Please look around your 
community to find deserving women. There are so many and it is our job to recognize as many as we can. 

Sylvia Mahle 

2017-2018 OWWI Chair  

 
 

From the Finance Chair 
As Finance Chair for the 2017/2018, I would like to recruit some members to the finance committee this year.  

Back in January, the executive committee assigned goals to the committee chairs.  One of these goals is to put 

together a 3 – 5 year budget/plan for the organization.  I would like to gather input from all of the LO’s in 

putting this together.  I would like to form a committee that includes the finance chairs or treasurers from each 

LO. 

Secondly, for those of you who did not attend convention, the budget for 2017/2018 includes some new 

opportunities.  There have been funds allotted to offer financial assistance to the LOs to assist with member 

recruitment and retention.  The specific criteria and application process is currently in the works, but be aware 

that this is forthcoming as you plan your activities for 2017/2018.  Other items in the budget include offering 

financial assistance to members to attend convention and creating a scholarship(s) to assist women with the 

cost of higher education. 

I look forward to another year and your finance chair and if you have any questions, concerns or comments, 

please do not hesitate to contact me at MichelleHagen@Krehbielcpa.com. 

Thanks! 

Michelle Hagen 

IFBWC 2017 - 2018 Finance Chair 
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Chair of Nominations Report 
President Elect Carol Burk and I have already started filling positions.  But there is still plenty of room for you.  

Don’t hesitate to contact either of us to let us know you would like to be part of the 2018 - 2019 IFBWC team.  

We also have plenty of room for you to be part of any of  the committees.  Start now to see if you would like to 

move up to be chair.  Learn new leadership skills today and contact Tina Suarez, Carol Burk, or me to get you 

connected to the Committee Chair of your choice. 

Tina Klein 

2017 - 2018 IFBWC Chair of Nominations 

IFBWC Website Updates 
New and exciting things are happening in IFBWC.  To find out what you need to know, go to www.ifbwc.org.  

I have updated the Leadership Guide, IFBWC Calendar, OWWI application, Legislation page, and more.  To 

help with membership, I have added New Member Orientation Facebook Live sessions to the schedule.  The 

first session is June 21st at 7 pm.  All members are welcome to join us, but especially let your new members 

know.  I have also update most of the Manuals for each LO and State position.  These can be found in the 

Member’s Only section of the website.  Please let me know if you have any issues or need help finding 

something.  I will be holding a WEB 101 workshop at Leadership on June 24th in Champaign.  I hope to see 

you there. 

 

Tina Klein 

2017 - 2018 IFBWC Webmistress 

Legislation and ERA Report 
There are two bills one in the Senate and one in the House.   

Bill number SJRCA4 provides for the ratification of the proposed equal rights amendment to the United States 

Constitution.   

House Bill number HB2462 amends the Equal Pay Act of 2003. Prohibits an employer from: (i) screening job 

applicants based on their wage or salary history, (ii) requiring that an applicant's prior wages satisfy minimum 

or maximum criteria, and (iii) requesting or requiring as a condition of being interviewed or as a condition of 

continuing to be considered for an offer of employment that an applicant disclose prior wages or salary. 

Prohibits an employer from seeking the salary, including benefits or other compensation or salary history, of a 

job applicant from any current or former employer. Limits defenses. Provides for penalties and injunctive 

relief. 

Contact your representative today and let them know your view on the subjects.  Go to ww.elections.il.gov to 

find your representatives and contact information.  Email, phone, visit them in their office, and/or sent them a 

letter today!! 

When I visited my representatives 2 years ago, both said that the reason they did not vote yes for ERA is 

because they received more letters, emails, phone calls from people who wanted them to vote no, than they did 

yes.  I just talked with the ERA representative for AAUW and she said that she is getting the same response 

still today.  We need to make sure our voices are heard.  I am currently working with AAUW and Illinois 

Women on the March to help get these bills passed in the state of Illinois.  But we cannot do it without your 

help.  We need action today!!!  Please contact your representative ASAP!! 

Tina Klein 

ERA Representative 
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Crawford County LO Report 

“The Crawford County Business Women are looking forward to this next 
year. Our membership is increasing and we have a great executive board 
that was just installed for the 2017-2018 year. Two of the ladies serving 
this year are new to the IFBW organization; AnneMarie Hopkins just joining 
in April and Chastity Middleton having joined in October 2016. We are 
excited to have them jump in and ready to serve so readily! CCBW 
Treasurer AnneMarie Hopkins and President Danielle DiMarzio had the 
pleasure of awarding another outstanding member of the Crawford County 

local with her diploma, graduating from the Leadership Crawford County program. Amy Kemp, author of “It’s 
All About the Dough” went through this program that helps to establish leadership skills and give back to the 
community. It was an honor for our local to sponsor her journey through this program and an even bigger 
honor to be asked to present her with her diploma at her graduation ceremony, Wednesday night. Great 
things are happening for our organization and because of new, enthusiastic leaders like Chastity, AnneMarie, 
and Amy, there is a new infused energy in Crawford County.”  

Danielle DiMarzio - President 

Mt. Vernon LO Report 
The Mt. Vernon Business Women’s Club finished up their year with some exciting accomplishments.  Mt. 

Vernon was proud to have three members attend the State Convention in Champaign, Illinois, May 5-7th.  

Crystal Rios was awarded the Speak-Off winner with her speech on “Why Women Should be Involved in 

Politics”.  The judges had very nice remarks regarding Crystal and her presentation.  Judge Jo Beth Weber, 

sponsored by the Mt. Vernon Local, was one of the two winners in the Outstanding Working Women of 

Illinois competition.  This is the Illinois Federation’s most prestigious award.  Jo Beth was also the keynote 

speaker in the Post-Convention Meeting on Sunday morning.  Mt. Vernon’s Immediate Past President, Carol 

Burk gave a presentation to the convention on “You Can be Superwoman” which seemed to be enjoyed and 

participated in by those attending.  On Saturday night, Carol was sworn in as President-Elect for the Illinois 

Federation for the year 2017-18.  Amanda Burk has assumed the role of Networking Chair for that year.  What 

fun we had and what a busy year we have ahead. 

On Monday, May 8th the Mt. Vernon Local held it regular monthly meeting with all business being suspended 

until June in order for accommodate the presentation of our three (3) $1,000 scholarships for 2017.  The Dora 

E. Brydon Nursing Scholarship was awarded to Jasie Kitowski of Waltonville High School, the Wilma K. 

Harpole Business Scholarship was given to Jaxon Helm of Webber Township High School in Bluford and 

Adrienne Lyday was presented with the Ellen Ashton New Opportunity Scholarship for those who are wishing 

to return to college after being out of school for a period of time. 

During this same meeting, Dorothy Hamson, our Installation Chair presented the ceremony to install Mt. 

Vernon LO’s 2017-18 officers based on our new president’s motto of “Expanding Our Horizons by Making 

New Connections.  The 2017-18 officers are as follows:  President – Amanda Burk, President-Elect – Patsy 

Timm, Treasurer – Crystal Rios, Recording Secretary – Marsha Webb, Corresponding Secretary – Eileen 

Williams, and Members-at-Large – Tana Dehart, Gwen Gross and Crystal Webster. 

We have many exciting programs already planned and more in the works.  Please feel free to come visit our 

Local at any time.  Our meetings are on the second Monday of each month at the Rose Lane Community 

Building at 4217 Rose Lane in Mt. Vernon, Illinois at 6:00 p.m.  We look forward to exchanging contacts with 

other locals this year as we expand our horizons. 

Respectfully submitted 

Amanda Burk - President 
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Centralia LO 
The following officer’s will be installed in May: 

President -  Alishia Winkler 

Vice-President - Cary Day 

Treasurer - Stephanie House 

Corresponding Secretary - Sharon Sanders 

Recording Secretary - Emily Kracht 

 

Guest night was held April 12 at the Cornerstone Methodist Church with 61 attendees.  Guest speaker, Laura 

Cornille-Cannady from Consultant and Millikin University MBA Instructor, shares her presentation on 

“Leading with a Passionate Heart:  Leaving a Leadership Legacy.” 

Equal Pay Day Rally was a big success on April 8th.  47 people attended.  Carrie 

Perkins-Schnicker who portrayed Lillian Ledbetter inspired us with her words.  

Also, thank you to Mayor Ashby and Mayor Mathus for supporting our cause.  

Thank you to Norma Rueter for obtaining the Pay Day Candy bars for us to sell.  

The Legislation committee did an awesome job. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crawford County LO 
March – CCBW will host a Realty Store for students on the 23rd. 

April – 2nd annual Spring Fling Quarter Auction will be held at The Cottage House, Robinson, IL on the 20th.  

May – Installation of new officers 

 

Debbie Medsker, President 
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Highland LO 

 
Monday, April 10, 2017, the Highland IFBW will be hosting the Annual Speak Off at Highland Middle School 

at 6 p.m.     Women throughout the region are invited to participate in this event.  The topic choices were 

provided by the state’s Speak Off Chair.  One chosen speaker from each local organization will be invited to 

move forward to a State Speak Off.   

Additionally, the Highland IFBW is inviting all high school juniors and seniors from all area high schools to 

consider participating in the Speak Off on this evening.  This is an excellent opportunity to pursue resume` 

building for college scholarships while voicing the accomplishments of women around us, and sharing goals 

and dreams of the future generations.  These high school participants are future contenders to advance to the 

State level through their local organizations in the years to come. 

For further information, please contact Joyce at (618) 610-6011 or Donna at (618) 979-7983. 

Donna Plocher & Joyce Zerban 

IFBW – Highland LO 

Education Committee Team 2016-17 
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Leadership Conference Registration 

Champaign Public Library 

200 W Green St, Champaign, IL 61820, USA 

9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

Cost:  $30.00 (includes lunch and refreshments) 

Name ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Local Organization ______________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address _________________________________________________________________________ 

City / State / Zip ________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone:  ____________________________  Cell Phone ___________________________________ 

Email ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Credential Classification 

____  LO President   _____  LO Treasurer   _____ LO Secretary    

_____ Member   _____ State Board (State Officer committee Chair)   

_____ LO Board (LO Committee Chair)    _____ Visitor 

Meal Selection  

____ Turkey Sandwich   ____ Ham Sandwich   ____ Roast Beef Sandwich 

____ Classic Chicken Salad Sandwich  ____ Jerk Chicken Salad Sandwich ____ Tuna Salad Sandwich 

____ Vegetarian Cheese Rarebit Sandwich ____ Chicken Salad Over Greens ____ Tuna Salad over 
Greens 

____ Hummus & Grilled Vegetable Sandwich ____ Chicken Breast Over Pasta Salad 

____ Salmon Filet over Pasta Salad  ____ Vegetables over Pasta Salad ____ Chicken Breast Cesar 

 

Food Preferences 

____ Gluten Free  ____ Kosher Style 

Drinks 

____ Coca Cola  ____ Diet Coke  ____ Sprite  ____Sprite Zero 

____ Pepsi   ____ Diet Pepsi  ____ Sierra Mist ____ Diet Sierra Mist 

____ Bottled Water  ____ Sparkling Water  ____ Orange Juice 
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 Leadership Conference 
 

We will be having our Leadership Training Event on Saturday, June 24 at the Champaign Public Library, 

Champaign, Illinois.  This will be an event that is designed for both new and ongoing members of the 

Federation!  And, it is also open to the public, so please feel free to invite friends who you think would benefit 

from the training and be potential members as well.  The registration fee is $30. 

 

Lunch is being provided by Michael’s Catering, a local Champaign business, and is included in the cost of 

registration.  Please submit your registration by Friday, June 9th either online or mail them to Tina Klein, 

21090 State Highway 3, Grafton, IL 62037.  Lunch will be provided by Michael’s Catering.  For more 

information on the menu items, please go to their website, ww.michaelscateringevents.com.   

 

The agenda for the event is: 

 

10:00 am - 10:30 am Registration 

10:30 am - 11:00 am Introductions and LO Reports 

11:15 am - 12:15 pm Lunch 

12:15pm  - 1:15 pm “Psycho Geometrics” Presented by Tina Suarez 

What shape are you?  Each of these 5 SHAPES describes a Personal Style reflecting the way 

you communicate with others, career choices, choosing friends, dealing with stress, and making 

decisions.  You will have a chance to win “The Psycho Metrics” book. 

1:15 pm - 2:30  pm  Leadership University Module Presented by Kathy Clark-Eller 

2:45 pm - 3:30 pm IFBWC Website 101 Presented by Tina Klein 

 

Please encourage your Local Board members to attend the conference.   
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Equal Pay Day Chicago 2017 
 

In 2010, Barbara Yong, past state President of the Illinois Federation of Business Women’s Clubs and a 

partner in the Chicago law firm of Golan Christie Taglia LLP, conceived the idea of holding a rally during the 

lunch hour in Chicago’s Daley Center Plaza on Equal Pay Day, and to invite all of the women’s groups in Illinois 

who are fighting for equal pay to come together to collaborate on the planning of the event and to invite 

their members to participate.   

The goal of the rally is to create one major event for all of these groups, including IFBWC, to raise awareness 

about the pay disparity between men and women.  Equal Pay Day is recognized world-wide as the day when 

a woman comes even (after working nearly 16 months) with what her male counterparts earned in the 

preceding calendar year, based on women earning on average 78¢ for every dollar that a man earns.   

The Equal Pay Day rally has since become an annual event.  This year’s rally is scheduled for noon on Tuesday 

April 4th.  Now in its 7th year, there are nearly 40 sponsoring organizations including women’s organizations, 

trade associations, federal and state governmental agencies and bar associations.  The planning committee 

has also expanded the mission of the event to include (1) positioning equal pay not just as a women’s issue 

but as a family issue and (2) engaging the interest and support of younger working women.  To this end, 

much of the communication about the event takes place through social media. A Facebook page and twitter 

account have been created and new postings about equality, women’s rights and, of course, the Chicago April 

4 event, are posted daily.   

Sally Lou Loveman, former Director of Audience Services for the Oprah Winfrey Show, will emcee the event 

this year and Dorri McWhorter, CEO of the YWCA Chicago will also be speaking.  Also confirmed are the two 

women who organized the Chicago Women’s March held on Saturday January 21st which drew nearly 

250,000 men, women and children.  

Click this link for more information about Equal Pay Day Chicago 2017 

https://www.facebook.com/equalpaydaychicago/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel.   

 



 Past State Presidents Birthdays 

June:      July:  

Kathy Beals - June 1   Sharon Deahl - July 2 

Susan McGrath - June 8  Chris LaFrance - July 2 

Kathy Clark-Eller June 14  Margaret (Peg) Spear - July 19 

August:    Eleanor Rose Bourke - July 25  

Gayle Guthrie - August 9   Susan Tungate - July 25  

      Nancy Clark - July 27 

      Wilma Harpole - July 30 

      Tina Klein - July 31 
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Calendar of Events 

 

June 7 New Member Orientation, Facebook Live, 7 pm 

June 24 Leadership Conference, Champaign, IL 

July 21 - 24 Women’s Professional empowerment Alliance Summer Event 

August 13 Bulletin Articles due to Editor for September IB. 

August 16 New member Orientation, Facebook Live, 7pm 

August 19 LO Goals due to State President (Postmarked by the 18th) 

For Local Organization events please go to the Google Calendar on the IFBWC website at 
www.ifbwc.org  
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IFBW Mission Statement: 

The mission of IFBW shall be to achieve 
equity for all women in the workplace 

through advocacy,  education, and 
information. 

 

 

Please send any articles to 

the Illinois Bulletin Editor: 

Tina Klein 

21090  State Highway 3, Grafton, IL 62037 

618.786.3058 phone  • adminasst@ifbwc.org  

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU 
KEEP YOUR EMAIL & 

INFORMATION CURRENT!IF 
YOU NEED TO MAKE 
CHANGES USE THE 

CONTACT US LINK ON THE 
WEBSITE 

Illinois Federation of Business Women’s Clubs, Inc. 

Dues Form ~ Remit with your payment.  

Please Print 

 $35.00 MOL  $13.00 Student Member 

 $35.00 Member at Large 

Member ID: __________________________________  

Name:  ______________________________________  

Address: ____________________________________  

City State Zip  ________________________________  

Email:  _______________________________________  

Phone: ______________________________________  

Local: _________________   Region:  ____________  

New  Renewal Sponsor  _______________  

Student Status:  Full-Time   Part-Time  (check  one)  

School:  _____________________________________  

Major _______________Exp Grad Date:  _________  

SEND TO:  IFBWC, PO Box 1174, 
Springfield, IL 62705-1174 

ONE FORM PER NEW/ RENEWAL 

LO Treasurer, please complete one of the two: 

1. Collect a check from the member that is for the state portion 
only 

2. Request that your member write one check to your LO and the 
LO will then submit the  appropriate amount to state. 


