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MERRY CHRISTMAS TO OUR BWC 

MEMBERS 

 
As many of you members already know, 

President Amanda Burk has been sick now for 

almost a month.  Since she is not feeling well, I told 

her I would like to take this opportunity to address 

our membership regarding participation in our 

activities. 

But before I start my actual letter to the 

membership, Amanda and I would like to take this 

opportunity to wish all our membership and their 

families a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year!  With each new year comes new 

opportunities and new obligations, some of which 

we look forward to and others which just demand 

our attention like it or not. 

Along with next year’s IFBWC Convention 

will come one of those opportunities that I really 

look forward to.  I will be sworn in as your IFBWC 

State President at our Annual Convention in April 

20-22nd.  This year’s convention will be held at the 
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Drury Inn in Mt. Vernon.  I am hoping this 

Convention will be a perfect opportunity for you all 

to come and show your support for our outgoing 

State President, our member, Tina Suarez and for 

me as our new state president. 

We hear every year after convention every 

year that we conduct too much business and there 

are not enough fun activities.  Well I think you will 

find the 2018 Convention to be quite different from 

those of the past.  I will give more exciting 

information on plans for convention as the time 

gets nearer. 

We often hear the same from our local 

members.  I must admit there are certain times of 

the year that we require a lot of work from our 

members, but after all Ladies, we ARE a service 

organization based on “Women Helping Women”.  

It is necessary to have fundraisers and volunteer 

our time and energy to help out in our community 

and most of you should pat yourself on the back for 

a job well done in 2017.  However, there are also 

times of the year when our Local is not so busy and 

not so involved in volunteering.  These are times 

when we try to plan fun activities for our members 

to just enjoy the fellowship and fun of being 

together.  This time of year, usually starts in 

October after our hard work at the Fall Festival.  

This year’s IFBWC Week was one of those times 

we tried to plan fun activities for our members.  We 

started with our picture with the Mayor (which only 

takes a maximum of 30 minutes) and we had six 

members attend.  Church with the President on 

Sunday was attended by four members.  We 

enjoyed appetizers with the past presidents and 

attended the movie “The Mountain Between Us”.  

This event was attended by five past presidents and 

current president Amanda Burk.  Four of our 

members participated in the “Walk for Cancer” at 

the Jefferson County Courthouse.  We also made 

arrangements to go bowling, as a family activity or 

individually and we had six members attend.  On 

Friday we attended the Centralia Scholarship 

Fundraiser Salad Luncheon.  Four members 

attended including Tina Suarez who is a dual 

member with Centralia.  These are just some 

examples that each of you have had an opportunity 

to share fun and fellowship with other members of 

our local.  We plan interesting programs and our 

attendance at our meetings is so low it is actually 

embarrassing to invite speakers or possible new 

members with our current members showing no 

enthusiasm. 

I took the position of State President for 

2018-19 for two basic reasons.  One, my dear 

friend and partner in crime, Tina Suarez (who is 

also a member in Mt. Vernon) was sworn in as 

State President for this year; and secondly because 

the Business Women’s Club holds a special place 

in my heart.  I have met a number of dear friends 

and shared many enjoyable experience with all of 

you. I wanted to keep the name of the Mt. Vernon 

Business Women’s Club in the main stream of our 

State organization.  Without the support of my own 

Mt. Vernon Local, of whom I have been President 

twice, I wonder if that was a good decision on my 

part.  If I have to go to other Locals to fill my State 

committee positions and depend on them to attend 

and support not only their Local but the State 

IFBWC as well, I question my judgement. 
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I don’t believe that there is a single member 

in our Mt. Vernon Local that does not care about 

the future of our organization.  When I look at our 

membership roster, I see many members who have 

served as past presidents or held Board positions 

throughout the years.  Many of you have gone 

above and beyond what is generally required to 

make our activities a success.  To those members I 

say “Thank You!”.  However, as many of you 

know our State member and our Local membership 

is dwindling and needs a shot in the arm.  If you are 

not interested in the programs and activities of the 

Mt. Vernon Local or State IFBWC you need to step 

forward and let your feelings be known.  As I have 

told many of the Locals Tina and I have visited this 

year, “If you don’t put your two cents in, don’t 

expect to get a quarter’s worth back.”  Please 

reconsider your dedication to this organization.  

What it has meant to you in the past and what it has 

given you and give back by your attendance and 

involvement.  Ladies, believe it or not, we miss 

seeing your faces at meetings and activities.  I 

know your time with your family and careers is 

important to you, but please consider setting aside 

just time for one meeting a month to give back to 

an organization that was founded on your strength 

and willingness to be involved. 

With the beginning of a new year, let’s 

make this a great Mt. Vernon BWC year by 

“Remembering the Past and Building the Future”.  

That is my State Presidency motto for next year.  

And just for your information in 2019 the State 

IFBPW/IFBWC will be celebrating it’s 100th 

anniversary.  I hope you will be attending this 

year’s convention in Mt. Vernon and get involved 

in the planning stages, attending when I am sworn 

in as the new 2018-19 President, and come enjoy 

our 100th Anniversary Convention in the spring of 

2019. 

Merry Christmas, my BWC sisters.  You 

mean more to me than you could possibly know! 

Happy New Year and please plan to make 

this a priority in 2018 to attend our meetings and 

our activities. 

Most Sincerely submitted,  

Carol Burk 

Mt. Vernon BWC Treasurer 

 IFBWC President-Elect 

 
 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY PLANNED 

FOR DECEMBER MEETING 

 

 President-Elect, Patsy Timm has agreed to 

host our December Meeting at her home at 901 

Mick Road in Mt. Vernon at 6:30 p.m. The meeting 

will be our Annual Christmas Dinner.  Patsy’s 

house may be approached from either Link Road or 

McCauley Road in Summersville and has a huge 

sleigh and reindeer in the front yard.  If you have 

questions regarding directions please feel free to 

contact any Board member.  Patsy will be 

furnishing turkey, the table service and drinks.  

Each member is asked to bring a side dish or two 

including vegetables, salads and desserts.  Patsy 

and Linda T. has a sign-up list of dishes members 

There are no BWC members 
birthdays in December 

LET US JUST CELEBRATE THE 
REASON FOR THE SEASON 

Happy Birthday, Jesus! 
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have agreed to bring so far.  Please contact Patsy at 

214-0206 or Linda T. at 242-2396 to let them know 

you will be attending and what you would like to 

contribute to the meal. 

 

 There will be a gift exchange with a limit of 

$10.  It can be a homemade gift, a funny gift or 

anything you think would add to the enjoyment and 

fun of our gift exchange. 

 

 Everyone wanted to have our cookie 

exchange, like we did last year.  Each member is 

asked to bring two-three dozen cookies and will in 

turn leave the meeting with a good variety of 

cookies for your family to enjoy over the holidays. 

 

 Our community project for this month is a 

donation to Angel’s Cove.  Angel’s Cove serves 

single mothers with small children who need a 

place to stay and direction to get them back on their 

feet.  The Director, Carla Donoho said they are 

especially short on newborn diapers, wipes and 

outfits for newborn little boys.  This doesn’t have 

to be an expensive contribution.  If you would 

prefer the donation can will be available for you to 

donate cash which will be given to Angel’s Cove. 

 

 I hope everyone will take this opportunity to 

come share a fun evening with your fellow 

members and to invite any prospective members 

who might want to see what our Local is all about. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Beginning Balance – October 31, 2017    $6,993.66 

 

Income: 

Brag        $       6.00 

50/50        $       3.00 

Knife Sales       $       0.00 

Dues         $       0.00 

 

Donation – CASA of Jefferson County    $   100.00 

Pumpkin Contest Gift Cards     $       0.00 

 

Fundraisers: 

Eclipse Glasses       $       0.00 

Dog Collars       $       0.00 

Fidget Spinners       $       0.00 

 

Ad Book       $       0.00 

 

TOTAL INCOME     $    109.00 

 

 

 

Expenses: 

CASA of Jefferson County - Speaker’s 

   Gift   -          25.00 

CASA of Jefferson County – Donations  -        100.00 

Walmart – Breakfast items for Interim  

  Board   -          19.49 

So. Central United Way – Donation 

  Imagination Library -          52.00 

FOP Lodge 241 – Donation Shop with 

  A Cop   -         100.00 

Jeff Co Chamber of Commerce Lunch  

– A.Burk/T Dehart - 20.00 

      

TOTAL EXPENSES    -$        316.49 

 

Ending Balance Nov. 30, 2017   $    6,786.17 

 

 

 

Beginning Balance – 

Community First  

     Oct. 31, 2017 

 

$6,993.66 

 

Total Deposits          $  109.00 

Total Disbursements        -$  316.49 

Ending Balance  

September 1, 2017 $6,786.17 
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DUES REMINDER 

 
Crystal Webster  September 20, 2017 

Jacqueline Ross  October 09, 2017 

Tana Dehart   December 6, 2017 

Crystal Rios   January 28, 2018 

 

 

MINUTES NOVEMBER 13, 2017 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

President Amanda Burk called the meeting to 

order.  The pledge and collect were said by all 

present. 

 

 President Amanda then introduced and 

welcomed our guests; Brenda Torres from 

Jefferson County CASA who was our guest 

speaker, Jennifer Camona from Guidos restaurant, 

and Kathy Boling from Cricket phone services.  

Refreshments provided by Crystal Webster were 

then served. 

 

 Brenda Torres, Executive Director, of 

CASA of Jefferson County then spoke regarding 

the function and services provided by the CASA 

organization.  She recognized our member, Janeta 

Sutton as one of their newly volunteering 

advocates.  CASA is constantly looking for 

advocates to serve the large number of children in 

their program.  Information was distributed and 

discussed as to what it takes to be and advocate and 

the time necessary.  Brenda mentioned that the 

CASA organization is supported totally by grants 

and donations, and receive no federal funding.  

Anyone wishing to become a CASA volunteer 

advocate can contact Brenda at 204-5453 or stop by 

their office at 612 N. 12th Street across from where 

the old Good Samaritan Hospital used to be.  Our 

Local gifted Brenda with a $25 speaker’s fee and a 

donation from the Local members of $100.00. 

 

 Tana Dehart, Recording Secretary, 

presented the September and October minutes.  

Carol Burk made a motion to accept the September 

minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by 

Patsy Timm.  The motion carried.  A motion to 

accept the October minutes was made by Janeta 

Sutton with a second by Linda Trivisonno.  This 

motion carried as well. 

 

 Carol Burk, Treasurer, presented the 

November report reflecting a balance of $6,993.66 

at the end of October.  The membership was 

informed that an investment from the Scholarship 

Fund in the amount of $5,000 was made with 

Carol’s permission by Edward Jones for a period of 

six months at a rate of 1.3% with a maturity date of 

4/26/18.  After this investment the Scholarship 

Fund will have a cash balance of $2,759.97.  Carol 

also reported that the revenue from the Fall Festival 

Guide Book was $3,564.00 with $500 being paid to 

the Fall Festival Board for printing.  This left a net 

income of $3, 064.00.   The report was filed for 

audit. 

 

 The President’s Report was then presented 

by Amanda Burk.  She said that donuts, coffee and 

juice would be supplied as morning refreshments at 

the Interim Board Meeting on Saturday, November 

18th and as was previously agreed upon will be paid 

for by the Local.  Registration for Interim Board 

will begin at 9:00 a.m. at Epworth Methodist 

Church at 401 Main Street in Mt. Vernon.  

Members were encouraged to attend. 
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 Prior to the Interim Board Meeting on 

Saturday, Carol Burk will be hosting a “Twas the 

Night Before” gathering at her home.  Weather 

permitting there will be a bonfire with finger foods 

and drinks furnished.  The event will be from 6 pm 

to 9 pm.  Everyone is invited.  This is a good 

chance to get to know some of the State IFBWC 

Board members as well as those from other Locals. 

 

 The Christmas Party was discussed with 

Patsy Timm announcing it will be held at her house 

on our regular meeting night of December 11th at 

6:30 pm.  Her address is 901 Mick Road in Mt. 

Vernon.  Patsy will be furnishing a turkey, table 

service and drinks.  A sign-up sheet was passed 

around for members to agree to bring a side dish, 

salad or dessert.  In addition, there will be a gift 

exchange with a limited value of $10. These gifts 

are to be wrapped.  It was also announced that we 

will be having our cookie exchange this year and 

members are asked to bring two dozen cookies.  

Our community project for December will be 

donations to Angel’s Cove.  Carol will call to see 

what items are needed most. 

 

  It was decided and voted on to move 

our regular annual donation to the C. E. Brehm 

Memorial Library to be donated to the United Way 

of Jefferson County in support of the Dolly Parton 

Imagination Library Project.  The donation will be 

increased from the usual $50 to the amount of $52 

which will support two children on the program.  

Currently United Way has 41 children on the 

Imagination Library waiting list.      

 

 Discussion was also held regarding a 

donation to the Shop with a Cop Program.  A 

motion was made by Janeta Sutton for BWC to 

make a $100 donation.  The motion was seconded 

by Carol Burk with all in attendance voting in 

favor.   

 

 It was announced that Melanie Andrews 

had agreed to be our Outstanding Working Woman 

of Illinois candidate for 2018.  Melanie said she 

was quite honored and our selection of her as our 

candidate means so much to her. 

 

 A discussion was led by State President- 

Elect, Carol Burk on membership participation an 

attendance.  With a reminder of State Convention 

coming up in April, 2018 to be held in Mt. Vernon.  

Our attendance at our events has continued to 

dwindle and Carol encouraged the members to get 

involved in our organization and the State IFBWC 

activities.  Volunteers will be requested for the 

registration table at the State Convention.  It was 

asked that the members think about volunteering 

April 20-22, 2018. 

 

 Members with birthdays in November were 

Crystal Rios and Jacqueline Ross.  Neither member 

was in attendance and Sunshine Person, Tana 

Dehart will mail a card to each. 

 

 The 50/50 drawing was held with Janeta 

Sutton winning $3.00. 

 

 The Bag Box was collected for a total of $6 

in brags. 

  

 Kathy Boling gave a brief description of her 

Cricket phone business and handed out brochures.  

She said she would stay if any members had 

questions after the meeting. 

 

 Crystal Webster moved to adjourn the 

meeting.  Patsy Timm seconded the motion with 

the meeting being adjourned.  All present joined 

hands and recited the Benediction. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Tana Dehart 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 
 

DECEMBER, 2017 CORRESPONDENCE 

REPORT 
 

1. Thank You note – CASA of Jefferson County 

2. Edward Jones Monthly Statement 

 

 

 
Those attending Interim Board 

 

 
IFBWC Executive Board 

(Left to right) 

Immediate Past President – Susan McGrath 

Parliamentarian – Cherie Kesler 

Secretary – Kathy Clark-Eller 

Treasurer – Carla Tucker 

President – Tina Suarez 

President-Elect – Carol Burk 

 

INTERIM BOARD REPORT 

NOVEMBER 18, 2018 

 
 The IFBWC held its mid-year Interim Board 

Meeting on Saturday, November 18th at the Epworth 

Methodist Church at 401 Main Street in Mt. Vernon, 

Illinois.  Our local has agreed to furnish coffee, juice 

and donuts.  The guest speakers were Past State 

President, Barb Young who gave an Equal Pay Update, 

after her presentation she reminded everyone that the 

2018 Equal Pay Day Rally in Chicago will be held on 

April 10, 2018.  everyone is encouraged to attend. 

 

  Our second speaker was Rachel Otwell who 

spoke on “Illinois Issues:  ERA – Yesterday and Today.  

The main reason given by our legislators not passing the 

ERA is that they hear more negative than positive 

responses regarding the bill.  Post cards were passed out 

and will be available at our meetings for you to sign and 

send to our legislators.  The ERA bill has finally made it 

out of committee and can be called for vote.  However, 
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we have such a slim margin of yes votes, attendance by 

all needed to be present has proven a problem. 

 

 Information was provided on the new “Stipends 

for membership recruitment, requirements for newly 

established scholarships to be given by the IFBWC, 

Speak-Off Guidelines and the use of funds in the 

IFBWC Investment Account.  All of these items were 

discussed in the recent IFBWC newsletter you should 

have received from our President Amanda Burk as a 

forwarded document. 

 

 The plans for the 2018 Convention to be held 

here in Mt. Vernon were discussed.  It was announced 

that my convention in 2019 will be the 100th 

Anniversary of IFBPW/IFBWC.  A request for 

suggestions for celebration and activities was presented 

with contact to be made to current IFBWC President, 

Tina Suarez at (618) 214-0836 or President-Elect, Carol 

Burk at (618) 246-6768. 

 

 The Blue-Ribbon Committee gave its report 

with suggestions as to what should be done with the 

State IFBWC money should the organization dissolve.  

After a brief discussion, questions were referred back to 

the Committee for further research and discussion at a 

later date. 

 

 The lunch for the meeting was catered by 

Kingdom Seed Ministries with all enjoying the menu. 

 

 The meeting was adjourned.  State Convention 

in April will be the next meeting calling for full 

membership attendance. 

 

 

 

Outstanding Working Woman of Illinois 

candidate for the 2018 IFBWC Conference. 

 

After discussion with Melanie, she has 

agreed to represent our Local in this competition.  

Melanie was thrilled that we asked her to represent 

the Mt. Vernon Local.  We will begin proceeding 

with her application.  Melanie is a very enthusiastic 

representative of our Local and our community.  

Please show Melanie your support.  

  

 
Cookie Tent Volunteers (left to right) 

Carol Burk, Eileen Williams, Kendra Peterson (ELF), 

Gwen Gross, Linda Trivisonno and Patsy Timm 

 

MT. VERNON BWC HOSTED THE COOKIE 

DECORATING TENT AFTER THE 

CHRISTMAS PARADE 

 

 The Mt. Vernon Christmas Parade was held 

December 2nd with the parade ending at 

approximately 6:00 p.m.  That’s when our 

volunteers went to work help about 150 children 

decorate their Christmas cookies.  The weather was 

very nice and for the children were well behaved.     

IGA donated the cookies and icing.  Tina Suarez 

donated the knives, bowls, wet wipes, etc.  The 

membership donated bottles and bottles of 

sprinkles which the kids thoroughly enjoyed.  Some 

making mountains of sugar on their cookies while 

others were very conservative.  We all had a great 

time and wish to thank everyone who participated 

in any way.    

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 It will be time for the distribution of 

applications and announcement of our annual 
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scholarships very soon.  If you are a member of the 

scholarship committee please be thinking of a time 

to meet and plans to promote our scholarships.  I 

believe the members for this year include Tana 

Dehart, Melanie Andrews and Janeta Sutton. 

 

 Another upcoming event will be planning 

and hosting of our Annual Scholarship Soup and 

Sandwich Luncheon.  We will need to review our 

luncheon from last year and decide if we want to do 

things the same way or if changes need to be made.  

Look for information on upcoming agendas and in 

future Gazettes.  

 

 Now that the fiscal year is almost half over I 

am sure you all would like to have a membership 

book with names and address and other information 

in it.  I promise I am working on the book and hope 

to have it ready to hand out in January.  It just 

seems this year has been extremely busy. 

 

 Once again, Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year!!! 


