
Daring Greatly 2018-2019 

 

                    Highland Newsletter  

                         July 2018 

Officers for 2018-2019 

President:  Amy Kloss Secretary:  Donna Plocher 

Vice-President:  Jen Libbra Treasurer:  Michelle Hagen 
 

(Note from the Editor:  Ladies, all members are going to be asked to complete a “Get to Know Me 

Better” form, and each month we will include 2-4 of the completed forms in our newsletter.  Then, at 

the end of our year, which would be May 2019, we will have a little quiz to see who remembers the 

information that has been shared by our members.  And yes, there will be a prize for the winner.  This 

edition will include a couple of our officers, so you can see the format.  I am also including the format 

at the end of the newsletter so that YOU can fill it out and return it to me (electronically, please) for 

publication in a future month.  If you don’t return the form, obviously, I cannot include your 

information.) 

MEET YOUR PRESIDENT:  Amy Kloss 
 
Profession/Education: 

 Bachelor of Science in English Education from Mizzou 

 Master of Arts in English Literature from SIUE 

 Taught high school English for 10 years before leaving to work for our family business, Kloss Furniture 
 
Hometown: 

 Born in Belleville 

 Moved to Highland in 4th Grade 

 Highland is home! 
 
Hobbies:  
Party-planning, making things pretty, shopping, decorating, photography, crafting, reading, traveling,  spending 
time with toddlers and my mom friends, and loving my son and hubby. 
 
Family: 

 Husband: Josh 

 Son: Ben 
 
Favorite foods: 
Ice cream, chocolate, strawberries, steak, pasta 
 
Favorite aisle in the grocery store: 
Produce...it’s the first thing I see upon entering...it’s beautiful, fresh, and colorful...and it gives me hope that I can 
have a healthy week! (Things start to go downhill about 3 aisles down) 
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Favorite color: 
Purple 
 
Favorite music: 
Toss-up between Beyonce & Justin Timberlake for my most favorite...but I honestly love almost any genre of 
music. Especially something that’s fun to sing or dance to! 
 
Favorite TV show: 
The Golden Girls 
 
Favorite quote: 
I am in charge of how I feel, and today I choose happiness! 

 
 

MEET YOUR VICE-PRESIDENT:  Jennifer Libbra 
    

PROFESSION/EDUCATION:  Owner, The Chocolate Affair.  Hotel/Restaurant Management degree - Mizzou 

HOMETOWN:  Collinsville 

HOBBIES: anything with food, gardening 

FAMILY:  Hubby Curt, one dog and two cats 

FAVORITE FOOD:  Mexican 

 

FAVORITE AISLE IN THE GROCERY STORE:  Chip 

 

FAVORITE COLOR:  red 

 

FAVORITE MUSIC:  all of it 

 

FAVORITE TV SHOW:  General Hospital 

 

FAVORITE QUOTE:  set yourself and others up for success 

 

MEET YOUR TREASURER:  Michelle Hagen 
                                             

PROFESSION/EDUCATION:  Partner with Krehbiel & Associates LLC; graduated from Eastern Illinois University 

HOMETOWN:  Aviston 

HOBBIES:  Reading, scrapbooking, and playing the piano 

FAMILY:  Husband, Adrian and 2 children Andrew and Nicole 

FAVORITE FOOD:  Shit on a Shingle (aka Cream Chipped Beef) 

 

FAVORITE AISLE IN THE GROCERY STORE:  I try to avoid the grocery store!  
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FAVORITE COLOR:  Currently, my favorite color is blue 

 

FAVORITE MUSIC:  I listen to a little of everything (except classical)   

 

FAVORITE TV SHOW:  I don’t really watch TV, but I am an HGTV junkie when the opportunity exists. 

 

FAVORITE QUOTE:   Apparently, I am a really boring person because a favorite quote does not come to mind 

either!  I am not a quote person (meaning that I typically read them and then forget it a few minutes later)! The 

most recent quote used in our household is “never attempt to teach a pig to sing; it wastes your time and annoys 

the pig” – you can probably guess that Nicole used this quote in a school assignment and she continues to bring it 

up at random times.   

 

Story Hour at the Library  

A special thank-you to all members who helped make our “Let’s Go Camping” story hour on Tuesday, 

June 26th, at Louis Latzer Memorial Public Library a huge success!  Two camping themed craft projects 

were mastered by all attending, several stories were read to the children, and it wouldn’t have been 

camping without s’mores as the snack!  Fun was had by all, including the volunteers. 
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Membership Scoop!!!! 
 

SAY HELLO TO KRISTIN MARTIN!  Kristen transferred to our club last year from the Southwest local, 
and I failed to get her information to you all – please forgive me.   Be sure to get 
Kristin on your mailing lists! Here is Kristin’s current information:  Kristin Martin, 313 
Galen Dr., Trenton, 62293; Kristin.e.martin85@gmail.com; DOB: 10/15; 
Renewal: 8/31 
 
 

To our July and August Birthdays! 
Suzette Schniers, 7/6 Nancy Hediger, 7/22 

Ronda Schrage, 7/10 Muriel Brockmeier, 7/31 

Margaret Bennett, 7/19 Toni Stone, 8/30 

 
 
 

 

Dues are due! 

The following members need to get out their checkbooks and write 2 checks:  $35 payable to IFBWC and 

$9 payable to Highland IFBW: 

Marlene Scholl (March) Peggy Bellm (May) Peggy Elliott (June) Muriel Brockmeier 
(June) 

Dr. Pam (July) Fae Zeller (May) Susie Dewaele (Aug.) Michelle Hagen (Aug.) 
Ann Mahoney (Aug.) Kristen Martin (Aug.)   

 

If you prefer to pay your state dues on line, no problem!  Just follow the prompts on your electronic invoice from 

the state or log in to the website, and it will lead you through a series of steps.  You can either pay with a credit 

card or thru PayPal, if you already have an account. 

REMINDER:  I will be handling the administrative piece of membership this year – since I am unable to attend 

most meetings, Michelle Hagen and/or Paula Redman will be collecting the checks for me at the meetings, and I 

will pick them up from the Chamber or Lisa’s office for processing.  Or, you can mail your checks to me, Kathy 

Eller, 300 Jackson Lane, Trenton, IL  62293.  Or, if you want personalized service, I would be happy to pick up your 

checks.   Give me a call (920-0660), and we will arrange a time that is mutually convenient. 

Kathy Clark-Eller 

REMEMBER:  Age is only a number! 

mailto:Kristin.e.martin85@gmail.com
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2018 Leadership Training 

Leadership training this year was held in Mt. Vernon, and included several interesting topics.  Past State President 

Susan McGrath and President-Elect Cherie Kesler led a session on Recruitment and Retention of Members, which 

is a topic in which every local and every individual has a vested interest.   

Additionally, since we will celebrate the Federation’s 100th year in 2019 at our convention, Administrative 

Assistant Tina Klein provided the group with some historical pictures and facts.  For instance, our first convention 

was held in 1922 in Springfield, Illinois, in the Senate Chambers of the State House, and the first Leadership 

conference was held in Bloomington in 1947.  Our 100 year celebration will include much more of our state and 

local history.  The day concluded with a Round Table discussion led by Past State President and current Chair of 

the Strategic Long Range Planning Committee, Susie Dewaele, regarding leadership responsibilities for officers, 

chairs, board members, special appointments, and membership representatives.  

Thirty members attended from all over the state.  Attending on behalf of the Highland local were Susie Dewaele, 

Margaret Bennett, Michelle Hagen, and Kathy Clark-Eller. 

For more information regarding the history of our great Federation, go to our website, www.ifbwc.org, and click 

on the IFBWC History icon which is located next to the Home page icon.  (See picture above; I don’t recognize 

anyone – do you?) 

 

 

 

CHOICES –   
 

On September 21st the 8th graders at HMS are about to get built for the 
future!  Each year 200+ students travel through our Reality Store.  
 

The Realty store is a life-skills program presented to the 8th graders in 
Highland Middle School.  If you are not familiar with the program, it is 
similar to the game of Life – students choose an occupation, get paid 
according to the pay scale for that occupation, and pay bills…trying to 
budget their “money”.  

 

Volunteers will be needed to print checks, stuff the checks and work the event on the 21st.  
 

http://www.ifbwc.org/
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In order for “THE STORE” to run smoothly, 35-40 volunteers the day of the event are needed.  In 
addition to our member volunteers, I will be reaching out to businesses and people that volunteer in the 
community.  IF you have a family member, friend, neighbor, etc. that would be of interest – PLEASE 
bring them along!  Sign-up sheet will be in the pass-around folder at the August meeting.  
 

Volunteers will need to be at your station NO LATER THAN 8A!   
The program completes around 11. 

 
Your help is greatly appreciated!   
 
Susie Dewaele,  
Choices Chair 
 

 

NETWORKING…….July 2018 

Kids Zone at Street Art Fest is scheduled for Saturday, September 15, and we will volunteers to help!  

Hours will be 11 am to 6 pm with three hour shifts plus set-up and tear-down.  Please mark the date on 

your calendar and plan to help with this project. A sign-up sheet will be available at a later meeting.   

In addition to needing volunteers, we’re looking for a few neat artsy projects for the kids to make.   Jen 

is searching on Pinterest, but if any of you come across something that you think would be a good one, 

let us know. It just needs to be something kids 5-12 can do and require little cost.    

Besides helping the kiddos with the projects, we’ll be responsible for manning the ever-popular Bounce 

House!!  We’re hoping to reach out to other organizations/groups who might be willing to help us out.  If 

anyone has a connection to an older Girl Scout troop, Youth Group, the HMS or HHS cheerleaders or 

dance team, would you be willing to ask them – or pass a name along and we’ll call then?  The more help 

we can get, the easier it will be on all of us.   

And We’re Still Looking for a Few Good Women…..The Networking Committee is still looking for 

members to join us.  Our Committee is responsible for Networking, Membership, and Public Relations – 

so if you’re interested in any of these areas, please let one of us know.  We’d love to have you working 

and having fun with us!   

Have a great 4th of July with family and friends – and hope to see you all at the August meeting!  Plan 

now to bring a guest with you to learn about Highland IFBW and all that we do!   Just maybe they will 

want to join us!   

Paula, Muriel, Jen, & Kathy 
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      The Foundation committee awarded 4 Scholarships this year for a 
total of $5,000.  One Lucy Staley scholarship for $1,000 was awarded 
to Kelly Knackstedt, two $1,000 scholarships were awarded to 
seniors Leah Sutton and Arianna Kampwerth and a $2,000 
scholarship was won by Katelyn Duncan at the Speak off competition 
in March, hosted by the Education committee. 
 
     Kelly Knackstedt is attending Maryville University for MSN – Family Nurse Practitioner.  Arianna 
Kampwerth will be attending Southern Illinois University in Edwardsville for Civil Engineering, Leah 
Sutton will be attending Southern Illinois University in Carbondale to major in Industrial Design, and 
Kaitlyn Duncan will be attending the University of Missouri in Columbia to major in Veterinary Medicine. 
 
     Thank you for supporting the fundraisers that allow us to support these great students! 
 

 

As mentioned in the Note from the Editor, listed below are the categories of information that we 

would like all of our members to complete.  Please copy these, and paste onto another word doc.  You 

can complete the form on your computer and send it to me as an attachment, kclark9208@aol.com  

Be sure to include your name, and have some fun with the categories! 

MEET YOUR FELLOW MEMBER  _______________________ 
                                            Name 

PROFESSION/EDUCATION:   

HOMETOWN: 

HOBBIES: 

FAMILY:   

FAVORITE FOOD:   

 

FAVORITE AISLE IN THE GROCERY STORE:   

 

FAVORITE COLOR:   

 

FAVORITE MUSIC:   

 

FAVORITE TV SHOW:   

 

FAVORITE QUOTE:   

 

OTHER INFORMATION:   

 

mailto:kclark9208@aol.com
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Highland IFBW Meeting 

June 11, 2018 – 6:30 pm 

Faith Countryside Community Room 

 

Welcome, Collect & Pledge of Allegiance – Amy Kloss, President 

Introduction of Guests – Lisa Sauer introduced our two high school IFBW scholarship recipients:  Leah 

Sutton and Arianna Kampwerth.  Both received a $1,000 scholarship.   Each winner shared a little about 

themselves with our group, etc.  Leah will be attending SIU-Carbondale majoring in General Studio Art 

with specific classes in industrial design while Arianna will be attending SIU-Edwardsville and majoring in 

Civil Engineering.  

Dessert - Members and guests helped themselves to the delicious ice cream sundae bar prior to the 

program. 

Program – Jen Libbra of the Foundation Committee introduced the program presented by Carolyn Voss 

and Kyla Unick of Vibes4U.  Carolyn is a Vibrational Sound Therapist Certified Practitioner (VST-CP) and 

Kyla is a VST-CP, Healing Touch Spiritual Ministry Certified Practitioner and a Certified Clinical 

Aromatherapist.   Both shared information on their new business, Vibes4U, recently established in 

Highland.  Carolyn discussed and demonstrated Himalayan Singing Bowl Therapy and Kyla discussed and 

demonstrated Healing Touch/Aromatherapy and Vibrational Raindrop Therapy. 

Call to Order:  7:50 pm 

President’s Comments: 

Amy thanked Jen Libbra and Lisa Sauer (Foundation Committee) for hosting the meeting – and all who 

brought school supplies for HACSM. 

 

Minutes of May 14, 2018 meeting were included in the newsletter.  There being no changes or 

corrections, a motion was made by Jen Libbra, seconded by Dr. Pam.  Motion carried.   

 

Correspondence – Thank you notes were received from Leah Sutton, IFBW scholarship recipient, and 

Kelly Knackstedt, Lucy Staley scholarship recipient and State Speak-off winner. 

 

Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Michelle Hagen gave the Treasurer’s Report which showed balance on 

hand as of 5/31/18 of $7,435.32.  The Foundation Account has a balance of $21,639.93 as of 5/31/18. 

The Treasurer’s Report will be filed for audit.   

 

VP’s Report – Jen Libbra reported that she has ordered and received craft supplies for our “Camping Out 

with IFBW” Library Story Hour scheduled for June 26, 2018. 

 

Committee Reports: 
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Finance – Michelle Hagen distributed 2017-2018 budget numbers as of 5/31/18. Once the annual audit 

is complete, the committee will prepare a 2018-2019 Proposed Budget for presentation to the 

membership at the August meeting for their approval.   

 

Legislation – Dr. Pam reported that Illinois recently passed the Equal Rights Amendment, the 37th state 

to approve.  One more state is still needed.   

 

Education/Library – Dr. Pam reported that the “Little Library” is ready to go except for putting the 

plaque on it.  It was noted that Karen Gnaedinger of Everlasting Etch made and donated the plaque.  The 

Maintenance crew at the Primary School will put the Little Library up near the Primary School, and 

Donna will fill it with books that members and others have donated.  

 

Networking – A reminder that Street Art Fest where we will be hosting the Kids Zone is scheduled for 

Saturday, September 15.  Paula asked members to put this date on their calendar and plan to be 

available to help with this community project.   A sign-up sheet for volunteers will be at the August 

meeting.  

 

Choices – Reality Store set for September 21.  Mark your calendar and plan to help if available.  No 

additional report. 

 

Courtesy – Amy thanked Margaret Bennett for assuming responsibility for the “greeting” table at each 

meeting.   

 

Foundation – Lisa and Jen thanked our HHS scholarship winners Leah and Arianna for attending our 

meeting so that members could get to know them.  It was noted that Katelyn Duncan, our Speak-Off 

Scholarship winner and Kelly Knackstedt, Lucy E. Staley Scholarship winner, were at our April meeting 

and gave their presentations prior to the State Speak-Off Competition.   

 

Newsletter – Kudos to Kathy Clark for agreeing to publish the LO’s monthly newsletter.  The first edition 

(June) looked great!  Newsletter articles are due to Kathy on the last day of the month. 

 

Old Business: 

Rock & Roll Bingo -  Amy reported that she has booked the company and the VFW Hall for our event on 

February 2, 2019.  We thought we’d be the first to hold an event of this type in Highland, but recently 

learned that the HHS Music Department is planning one for this fall.   

 

New Business:   

Holiday Home Tour is scheduled for Saturday, December 1, 2018.  The committee will be meeting in the 

next few months to begin working on this event.  If anyone knows of someone who would be willing to 

participate, please contact Amy. 
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A Calendar of Events & Membership Directory for the 2018-2019 year were available and distributed to 

members present.   Members should review directory, and if there is a change in their contact 

information, please advise.  An email change for Lisa Sauer was noted – should be 

mcsauer61@gmail.com. 

 

Announcements:  

 

No meeting in July. The next meeting will be Monday, August 13, 2019 at Faith Countryside Center 

beginning at 6:30pm and hosted by the Board.  The program will be “Mindful Movement” presented by 

Tami Jakel.  Charitable giving for August will be personal hygiene items for HACSM. 

 

Library Story Hour – “Camping Out with IFBW” - Tuesday, June 26, 2019.    

 

Happy Times followed!  Members donate a dollar for each happy time shared (for scholarships). 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm, followed by the Emblem 

Benediction.   

 

Paula Redman, Secretary Pro-Tem 

for Donna Plocher 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mcsauer61@gmail.com

